Grace Baptist Church
Church Use Policy

This policy briefly outlines the purpose of the church premises, and what it may be used for.
*  The term ‘like-minded churches’ refers to churches that hold to the same or similar doctrinal beliefs as us. This means that they should be of a reformed/ evangelical persuasion, not practicing any heretical or erroneous doctrines.
Primary Use
The primary use of the church premises, is for the worship of God. This also means that we believe that any activity that takes place on church premises, should be for the glory of God.
The church building is in use twice a week at present. It is open on Sunday morning and afternoon for the Sunday services, and then on Wednesday evening for the Bible Study and Prayer Meeting.
The church building is also used for Christian weddings, funerals, adult baptisms and infant dedication. This is for church members, and Christians whom we know from other churches. Further details are given below.
Please note that the building is not for monetary hire in any sense , if anybody wishes to use the building for any other activity this will be at the discretion of the church.

Permitted Use
Weddings
We only conduct wedding ceremonies that are in accordance with the design for holy matrimony, as set out in the Word of God.
Please note that at present we do not have a registrar attached to the church. Therefore, any weddings would require a registrar to be brought in from Newham Council.
As a church, we only allow the church premises to be used for the weddings of our own members and their families, Christians from like minded churches and Christians who are known to us*.
Adult Baptism
The church premises has a baptistry that is only used for adult baptisms. We do not conduct infant baptisms or christenings. This is because as a church, we believe in only baptising those who have repented, professed faith and shown evidence of conversion. We will baptise upon confession of faith , young people in their teenage years. Further details of this can be found in our constitution.
We will also allow the church baptistry to be used by other like-minded churches, who do not have their own baptistry. No charge will be made for the use of the church building for this purpose.
Funerals
As a church, we believe in burial alone as the final disposition of human remains. This means that we only conduct funeral services, where a traditional Christian burial will be used.
We only conduct funeral services for members of our own church, their family and like-minded churches.
We do not charge any money nor accept any monetary payment for the use of the church for this purpose.
Infant dedication
Infant dedication, is a ceremony in which the parents of the child or children promise with the help of the church, to bring their child/children up in the faith.
We hold infant dedication services for members of our own church, and like-minded churches.
Facilities Use
We have a small kitchen with two ovens, a microwave, urn, kettle , fridge and handwashing facilities.
The prayer meeting room is suitable for small gatherings. It can either be used for a buffet style meal, with standing  room for 30 plus people. Seating arrangements can be done for 15 to 20.
There is also an upstairs hall, that is currently not in use. 
The main hall consists of a downstairs area and a gallery. 
The church has male and female toilets plus two disabled toilets.
Please use bins provided and leave the church in a suitable condition.
Booking
The church makes no charge, neither do we request any payment of any sort for the use of the church for approved activities.
Should you wish to use the church facilities, please contact us so that we can arrange for the church to cleaned, opened on the day and locked up after the event. 

Non-permitted activities
The church premises is not to be used for any activities that contravene the doctrines of the church and the Word of God. We do not allow any events with alcohol. 
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