Grace Baptist Church
Financial Integrity Policy

Introduction
This policy outlines our approach as a church to the use of finances. We believe that we should be good stewards of what we are given, since everything we have comes from God.
We also believe that we should use what we have, to help others. This is done through supporting Christians overseas, particularly in times of crisis. 
In this policy, we outline how we handle money within the church that comes from tithes and offerings. We also outline our policy on accepting financial gifts from other sources and helping others financially.
Financial Sources
Grace Baptist Church relies fully on the generosity of the tithes and offerings from its members; as well as financial gifts from Christian donors.
The giving of tithes, is derived from the Old Testament. In the Old Testament there were three sets of tithes. The first tithe was to support the Levites. The Levites were in charge of looking after the temple and did not have a physical inheritance. The grain offering which the people offered to God was given to the Levites. The second tithe required the people to put aside a tenth of their grain, oil, wine and the first of the livestock for the celebration of religious feasts in Jerusalem. The tithe could also be converted to money and the money used to buy the things needed for the religious feast. The third tithe, was used every three years to feed the Levites, strangers, fatherless and widows.
Today, Christians will give a tithe of their income to the church. Offerings are financial gifts, given to the church out of gratitude to God. This is seen as giving back to God because of His blessings to us in the form of employments.
Financial Handling
As Christians, we believe that we should have integrity in all matters. We therefore strive to have complete transparency in our financial management and have various checks and balances in place  to ensure the highest standards are maintained.
Upon the collection of tithes and offerings during the Sunday services, the money is then counted up by two individuals. These must be members of the church.  Two people are needed so that one can act as a witness to say that the money was counted. 
A counting form is filled in  and then signed by both parties. The money is then taken to the bank on the next working day. This would normally be a Monday, unless the Monday is a bank holiday. When the money is taken to the bank, a receipt is collected to show that the money has been paid into the church bank account. The receipt is then given to the church treasurer for the financial records.
Financial Usage
The money received by the church is used for its upkeep and for the support of the ministry. 
The money for upkeep goes towards paying the heating, gas, water and electricity bills. Upkeep money is also used for repairs in the building and paying contractors.
The church also uses money to help others.  The Bible teaches , that we are to care for the widow, the orphan, clothe the naked and feed the hungry. The church does this by providing financial aid to Christians who are affected by natural disasters such as earthquakes and hurricanes , orphanages, persecuted Christians and those in need. We follow the principle that we should help those who are in need, giving special care to help our fellow Christians.
Hence the offerings of the church are not to be used for anything profane, personal, unscriptural or unwise.
Accepting Financial Gifts	
We take precautions in the accepting of financial help. We do not accept money on a quid pro quo basis. We also do not accept large sums of money from unknown sources. Money that is received by tithes and offerings is collected in the form of cash, cheque and bank transfers.  
We do not have a giving page on our website. This is to avoid the risk of money coming in from illegal sources. Since the church website is public and anyone can access it, we want to make sure that we do not put ourselves into a situation where illicit money is received.
Occasionally, the church may receive an anonymous gift from another church. This is anonymous in the sense that whilst we know which church it is from, we do not know exactly who within the church it is from. 
Please note, any gifts made to the church in wills must be made using the proper legal channels.
Protecting the vulnerable
Grace Baptist Church believes in taking care of the vulnerable members of our church and community.
One of the ways we do this, is by taking steps to ensure they are not being exploited. We do not therefore accept financial gifts, if there is any doubt whatsoever about the mental capacity of the individual.  This is enshrined in our vulnerable adults policy.
We also require that if during visitation of sick church members, financial gifts are given, that this money is put straight into the offering. The same rule applies if a visit is being paid to a non- church member, who chooses to give a gift.
We do not canvas for money, and our members are not to receive personal financial gifts whilst carrying out visitation on behalf of the church.






Role of the church treasurer
The role of the church treasurer is to manage the finances of the church, and to ensure that all financial transactions are carried out lawfully. 
All financial transactions are recorded in the church accounts , for compliance with HMRC. The church uses an accountant who is responsible for coordinating with HMRC.
Any purchases made by the church are approved by the treasurer. The church has a bank card, which is used for carrying out transactions.  This is to ensure that there is a paper trail to show where the money is coming from and who it is going to.
The types of purchases that are made include things such as paying for training courses, paying for contractors etc.
The AGM
The church holds an annual general meeting each year where church members discuss the finances of the church. During this time, reports are given  out detailing what the church finances have been spent on. T
Conflict of interest
A conflict of interest happens where a person within a charity or other group has personal interests that may conflict with the interest of the charity. Conflicts of interests have to be managed to maintain integrity.
Examples of conflicts of interest would include a church member having shares in a company that the church is using or a church member having a personal or familial relationship with a member of a charity that the church is supporting.
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